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Stellingen 
1. When you look at an exotic iron species, although you may want to see the important features, you 
only really see what species/spectroscopy can actually show you. (Chapter 02) 
2. Not providing a suitable comprehensive description of a synthetic route to a compound negates the 
contribution made to the body scientific (Chapter 07). 
3. Filling 300 pages in a thesis is a Pyrrhic victory: the thesis is judged on his weight and not on its 
length. 
4. The classic approach to mechanistic studies is to vary the system, this approach make sense only 
when there's a single catalytic system involved. 
5. Two weeks in the laboratory usually saves two hours in the library but there is a time when a 
literature survey becomes less useful than gaining practical experience. 
6. There is an inverse relation between the importance of the characterization of an intermediate in a 
synthesis and the heat and intensity of the discussion it generates.  
7. Simple but smart solutions are preferable to ambitious and sophisticated ones. (Chapter 06) 
8. The use of mechanistic probes can give interesting information, but the way they are combined and 
elaborated can change dramatically both the results and the conclusions. 
9. Observation of catalytic activity does not mean that the catalyst you are considering actually does 
the reaction. (Chapter 05) 
10. Science and religion are not so different; both are based on strongly held dogmas –only real 
difference is that in science we try to dissolve our dogmas 
